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For the past year, the complex topic of “police violence” was one of the most dominant talking
points among many mainstream media outlets. Moreover, there have been many calls about
defunding the police. Some even went as far as calling for dismantling the police force.

And perhaps, there is nothing wrong in having different opinions. After all, Americans need to
have a healthy and peaceful debate about change. However, the reality is that often than not, the
work that the police officers do on daily basis is unappreciated and undermined. That is major
issues because it is equally important for our society to always remember the fact that the
overwhelming majority of police officers are great civil servants that need more support during
these challenging times. That is why the American people need to increase the support for the
police force, rather than defunding it. This article will provide some of the key points why the

support for our great police should remain a priority.

Shortage of Police Officers

The first notable argument of this analysis can be elaborated through the prism of the actual
police work. On that note, it is important to emphasize that some of the biggest cities in the
United States are facing a real shortage of police officers. The supportive aspect for this
statement is the fact that there are some reports that 60 overnight 911 calls on average remain
unanswered in the city of Portland. Moreover, the fact that there is an increased number of
unanswered can be seen as an encouraging factor for criminals. In simple words, there are many
cases of theft, murder, vandalism, burglaries and many other crimes that can be prevented by

simply increasing the support for the force.

Prevention and Support

The second notable argument that we need to increase the support is closely related to the
prospect of prevention. In that context, the idea of cutting police funding will not resolve the
individual cases of bad policing. On the contrary, the domino effect of that approach will most

likely result in more cases of bad policing thus creating a division in the society. That is why it is
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from crucial importance to increase the funding for vitally important training and ongoing

professional development.

Exhausted Force

This leads us to the third element of this short analysis. And that is the potential for deterioration
of the situation due to the fact that police departments are short-staffed. Moreover, it is important
to emphasize that many police officers are working lots of overtime. There are certain reports
from media outlets that the overtime labour costs are constantly increasing in most of the police
departments in the big cities. Therefore, many of our great police officers are overworked and
exhausted. This can lead to a potential drop in their performances. After all, police officers are
human beings and they to get tired. That is something that our lawmakers should have in mind

when making decisions regarding police support.

The Bottom Line

All in all, the potential police reform can have a galvanizing effect on the prospect of preventing
a few bad people from abusing police power. However, that cannot be achieved by populistic
measures such as cutting police funding. On the contrary, to reduce any form of violence, we
need to make sure our police are trained in the most effective de-escalation skills and techniques.
Therefore, good policing requires a commitment to all-round training, funding, and support that
must be ongoing and non-negotiable. After all, the police force is one of the main pillars of law
and order. And law and order are the two main pillars that ensure the existence of the founding

principles of liberty and justice for all.
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